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Bass Picks Up Family Fight to Honor Mitchell

By John Bresnahan
ROLL CALL STAFF

Itsagoa hisown father failed
to achieve during histimein Con-
gress, but Rep. Charles Bass
(R-N.H.) hasbegunacampaignto
restore the standing of a famous
relative who quit the Army more
than 75 years ago under pressure
from amilitary establishment that

hated his outspoken ways.

father of the Air Force and apio-
neer from the early days of flight,
has become an icon to those who,

system than be part of it.
Mitchell left the Army in 1926
after a spectacular court martial

William “Billy” Mitchell, the

like him, would rather buck the

that riveted the nation. Faced with
afive-year suspension a haf pay
following his conviction on
trumped-up charges, Mitchell re-
signed hiscommission. Hedied a
decade later, never having re-
turned to the uniform that he
proudly wore for 28 years.

Bass, who hasheardfamily sto-
riesabout “UncleWillie’ sincehe
was a child, recently introduced
legidation to posthumoudly grant
Mitchell anew commission, with

Continued on page 16

Viewed asthefather of
themodern Air Force, Billy
Mitchell wasBass great-uncle.

]

Courtesy Rep. Charles Bass

CBC Giving
Edwards Hope

By Chris Cillizza
ROLL CALL STAFF

Whilemost membersof the Con-
gressona Black Caucus are hold-
ing off on making endorsementsin
the presidential race, acombination
of geography, fundraisng and per-
sond appedl has given Sen. John
Edwards(D-N.C.) afootinthedoor
with theinfluential group.

“Heisyoung, heisenergetic, he
getsit, and heistruetothebasicprin-
ciplesof theparty,” said Rep. Albert
Wynn (D-Md.), who has endorsed
Edwards for the Democretic nomi-
nation. “ That'stheapproach[former
President Bill] Clinton took.”

Edwards has done little to court
Congressional endorsements, but
half of the eight he hasreceived are

from CBC members. Sens. John
Kerry (Mass) and Bob Graham
e (F12.), hOWEVEY,
have each been
abletolandthree
endorsements
fromthe CBC.
—“\\E are Seek-
ing out the support and endorse-
ments of lots of leadersthat sharea
vision and values with him,” sad
Edwards spokeswoman Jennifer
Pamieri. “That is particularly true
with a lot of African-American
Membersand the CBC. They come
from the same place”

In the past week, Edwards has
sought toraisehisprofileinkey bat-
tleground states in the presidential

Continued on page 17

2004 hopefuls’
leadership PAC
reports, p. 17.

# [T Group Seeks

By Ed Henry

eeYou in Court?
s Stephen Moore,

president of the Club
for Growth, may wind up
with alawsuit for parodying
awel-known song in anew
TV ad blasting Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Daschle
(D-SD.).

Moore's office confirmed
to HOH that the group has
been contacted at least
twice by people closeto
Crosby, Stillsand Nash,
the famed band that isless
than pleased with the take-
off of “Our House” inthe
politica ad.

With arefrain of “Tom's
House” the ad blasts

Continued on page 14

By Damon Chappie
ROLL CALL STAFF

A group of activigts in western
North Carolina wants the House
ethics committee to look into dle-
gations that Rep. Charles Taylor
was aware of a number of fraudu-
lentloansmadeby athrift theNorth
Carolina Republican controlled.

The group has gathered more
than 600 signatures and hopes to
collectatotd of 2,500 namesbefore
sending the petition to the Commit-
tee on Standards of Officia Con-
duct, said Grant Millin, a 38-year-
old sdf-described Democrétic ac-
tivist who is collecting signatures
withagroup cdling itself the Com-

mitteeto I nvestigate CharlesTaylor.

Taylor Probe

“We'renotin-
vestigating, we
don't have the
power or the au-
thority todothat.
But that's why
we're asking
Congresstolook
into this” Millin
said in atelephoneinterview.

“We know the ethics committee
is't terribly active. It doesn't look
like the mavericks of the House are
appointed to the ethics committee,
but this is something that deserves
their attention,” Millin said.

The dlegations stem from testi-
mony given in the recent criminal

Continued on page 14

Taylor

INSIDE

For the latest updates go to
www.rollcall.com

Chains, Charm Struggle to Co-Exist on Hill

NEWS

Legal center questions
constitutionality of
D.C. voting plan, p. 3.

NEWS

Former cop convicted
of anthrax hoax gets
Oct. appeal, p. 3.

POLITICS

With Springer out,
Fingerhut left to fight
for public’s ear, p. 9.

NEWS

Hollings’ departure
leaves committee slots
up for grabs, p. 16.

NOTE TO READERS

Our next issue will be
Aug. 18. For updates,
visit RollCall.com.

Editor’s note: This is the second in-
gtallment in an occasional serieslooking
at issuesfacing Capitol Hill residents.

By Jennifer Yachnin
ROLL CALL STAFF

For some residents on Capitol Hill, the
brown paper in the firg-floor windows at
401 Eighth St. SE isasign of good things
to come, and for othersit'ssmply an aba
trossin the making.

Infact, the Starbucks Coffee outlet et to
open there later thisyear is probably both.
Whileitisperhapsjust another benign cof-
feeshop, itisaso part of thedebateover the

changing dynamicof thetheHill’ sbusiness
community.

The Starbucks, the second of the chain
to open in Capitol Hill since 2001, isone
of ahandful of new businesses preparing
to openitsdoorsintheares, in part there-
sult of citywide pro-
grams designed to lure
retailers and restaura-
teursinto the District of Columbia

Those programsinclude afocus ontwo
Capitol Hill retail areas. Barracks Row
adong Eighth Street Southeast between
Pennsylvania Avenue and the Navy Yard,
andthe 1.5-miledtretch of H Street North-

east betweentheHopscotch Bridgebehind
Union Station and 15th Street Northeast.
Both neighborhoods are striving to fill
shops that will not only provide needed
sarvicestoHill dwellersbut dsotransform
the areas into “destinations’ for other
Washington residents.
Local officials ac-
knowledge that they
aso mugt strike a balance between small
businesses and mammoth nationd retail
chains.
“It'simportant to have some chainsand
franchisesto show touriststhat you'reina
Continued on page 19



